
 

Peacemakers| WEEK #1 – “The Call to Peacemaking” 
 

INTRODUCTION  
Jesus said, “blessed are the peacemakers.”  What does it mean to be a peacemaker 

in this day where there is so much hostility toward each other and how do we become 

peacemkers?  As we begin this series, we will examine some of the reasons there is so 

much hostility toward each other and how we might begin to take steps toward 

peacemaking. 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

• Pastor Gordon shared information from the article “Three Steps churches can take 

to prevent a second American Civil War.”   It is startling 46% of those surveyed 

believed civil war likely.  What are your thoughts on this survey result?  How do 

“super factions” direct / disciple societal thinking in driving anger and hostility? 

• He frequently referenced the term “contempt” throughout his sermon, focusing on 

how many Americans have such contempt for one another.  Contempt is defined 

as a “feeling that a person or a thing is beneath consideration, worthless or 

deserving scorn.”  As a society, why do we find this level of contempt?  What can 

we, as the church – Christ’s Body, reduce the current level of contempt? 

• The aforementioned article listed three steps that the church, God’s chosen 

vessel, must take to address the potential threat of civil war.  First, the church must 

acknowledge there is a discipleship problem within the church.  Next, the church 

must create space for middle ground.  Finally, the church must equip the 

congregation to be peacemakers, not just peacekeepers.  Please discuss the 

creation of middle ground in the discussion of individual beliefs.  How can 

Woodlake’s Disciple Pathway (Worship, Grow, Serve, Give and Share) move us to 

become more effective peacemakers? 

• Pastor Gordon used portions of the Sermon on the Mount as scriptural text.  The 

Message translation – Matthew 5:9: “You’ll be blessed when you can show people 

how to cooperate, instead of compete or fight.  That’s when you discover who 

you really are, and your place in God’s family.”  How do you evaluate our church 

as well as “your place in God’s family’ within the context of this passage? 



 

• Discipleship focuses on who is discipling your thoughts, attitudes and daily living.  

Dallas Willard states “Discipleship is the process of becoming who Jesus would be 

if he were you.”  What is the Jesus standard and why is so difficult to follow? 

 

NEXT STEPS  

1. Where are you on the comparative scale of contempt on one end to loving 

like Jesus on the other end? 

2. Consider a media fast disengaging from sources that make you angry. 

3. Replace your current Discipleship resources and spending more time with 

Jesus. 

4. Who is discipling you?  Prayerfully consider spending more time with Jesus.  

One hour on Sunday morning is not enough. 

 


