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Dear Members and Friends of Woodlake UMC,

At Woodlake UMC, we are a church that not only says “Yes!” to God’s call, we say “Yes, and...’,
going the extra mile to live according to God’s direction.

We have said “Yes!” to God’s vision for our church and pursued that vision relentlessly. Rev.
Dennis Peary said “Yes!” to God’s call to plant a church in Chesterfield and went mailbox to mailbox
inviting the community to participate. Neighbors said “Yes!” to gathering for worship at Woodlake
Pavilion and then Clover Hill Elementary School and chartered the congregation as an official United
Methodist church. This congregation said “Yes!” to inviting friends to be part of the church and boldly
invested in newer, bigger buildings to facilitate that growth. Together we have said “Yes!” to God’s vision
of making the love of Jesus accessible to all people and created vibrant worship expressions, thriving
programs for children and youth, engaging small groups, and powerful mission partnerships as means
of sharing Christ’s love.

God continues to call our church to make the love of Jesus accessible to all people. We want to
say “Yes, and...”, taking our ministries and mission partnerships to the next level. We want to offer more
vibrant expressions of worship, grow more small groups, feed more of our neighbors who live with food
insecurity, care for more of the vulnerable children in our community, and make our church even more
of a force for good in Chesterfield County and beyond.

To accomplish this goal, we need your help. We need your “Yes!” to God’s call, and your growth
in faith, serving, and giving. In order for our church to pursue the next step in God’s vision, we need more
resources: More prayer, more volunteer hours, and more funds. Greater ministry is only possible with
greater investment.

In this season, we invite you to ask, “What’s your ‘and’?” Where is God calling you to take
another step, to grow in your worship, faith, service, and generosity? Please review the enclosed
brochure, listen to the testimonies in worship, talk with the people in your household, and prayerfully
consider whether you can help our church to say “Yes, and...” to God’s call. Then we ask you to please
submit an estimate of your 2026 giving by Sunday, October 26. These giving commitments are important
in helping our leaders to plan for how we will shape our ministries in the coming year. With your help, we
can expand our work to make the love of Jesus accessible to all.

Grace & Peace,

Rev. Lauren Lobenhofer
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