
Minister’s Letter A Time to Worship... A Time to Heal...

A Time to be Disciples...

A Time to Witness...

Dear Friends in Christ,

I cannot believe that the day is finally here!  For many years, we have 
been praying, fasting, serving, and giving for this opportunity.   God has 
put a beautiful piece of land and an incredible building in our future.  
That place will be serving thousands upon thousands of people for 
many generations.  It is humbling to be called to “such a time as this.”  
In this brochure, you will be reminded of the many things God has 
done and the many things he intends to do in the generations to come.  
I hope and pray that you will take the time to read it, but more 
importantly, I hope you will join me in a time of prayer as we prepare 
to make our financial commitments to this adventure.  The Bible says 
that God is able to “do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine 
according to the power that is at work in us…”  God has already done 
incredible things in this congregation, but there is so much more to 
come.  Indeed, the time has come to build!

In Christ,

Rev. Dr. Peter Moon

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship 
the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with 
singing. - Psalm 100:1-2

The first words of Rick Warren’s bestseller “The Purpose Driven 
Life” states “It’s not about you…”  For twenty years, Woodlake 
UMC has been leading this community in innovative and life-
changing worship.  The Way, Connect, Sunday mornings and 
prayer services, have drawn us closer to God and have 
reminded us that real joy is found in God and God alone.  The 
time has come for many others in our community to find this 
same joy in worship… 

“He has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the 
prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn;  - Isaiah 61:1-2

For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be 
our way of life.  -Ephesians 2:10

“The time is fulfilled”, he said.  “The kingdom of God has 
come near;  repent, and believe the good news!” 
- Mark 1:14

Have you ever thought about how many smiles have appeared 
on people’s faces because years ago, some brave souls stretched 
themselves and began this little church called Woodlake?  Since 
then, because of Woodlake’s witness to Christ, children in this 
community, in downtown Richmond, Africa, and Mexico (just to 

God is working on us.  When we give ourselves to 
him he gets busy molding, chipping away, and 
polishing, to make us to look like Jesus himself.  
But we are not idle statues.  We study the 
Scriptures so that we can follow them and do the 
same things that Jesus did.  Each year, our 
enrollment in Bible studies and small groups has 
grown.  Our current building cannot hold us all.  
God wants to continue his artistic work in the lives 
of many others.  The time has come to make room 
for them too…

name a few) have lit up 
with smiles that have 
warmed Jesus’ heart.  That 
same kingdom witness has 
been found by many new 
neighbors and folks who 
had never been a part of a 
church before.  You have 
read the papers.  Many 
more are coming our way, 
and around the world many 
need us.  The time has 
come for them to be found 
by this good news…

Take a moment and look at 
your hands.  There is power 
there.  Those hands can 
embrace those who hurt.  They 
can lift up the face of the 
brokenhearted to see the God 
who yet loves them.  They can 
knit a prayer shawl and they 
can prepare a meal for those 
who have suddenly lost a loved 
one.  But even more, those 
same hands can clasp together in prayer.  Prayer has 
become a stone foundation at Woodlake UMC and as 
a result, God has poured more opportunity upon us 
to serve with all our hands.  It is humbling to 
represent the hands of Christ to the world, but the 
time has come… 

Gracious Lord, 
Through your Holy Spirit grant us

Worship that draws us close to you,

Witness that feeds those who hunger and thirst,

Healing that offers hope to the broken,

Discipleship that makes us like Christ, and

Stewardship that invests ourselves 
and resources in your Kingdom.

In Christ’s name 
we pray, Amen.




